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Blackpool, a new cycling town, has started its cycle hire scheme. With 60 
brightly coloured bikes available to pick up from nine hubs around the town. 
Eventually there will be 500 bikes and 100 hubs. Visitors can pay £8 for a day’s 
access and residents pay £8 an hour, but have the first 30 minutes free.   
http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/newsid_8270000/newsid_8270800/8270829.stm, http://bikeforall.net/
news.php?articleshow=708,  https://www.hourbike.com/hourbike/locations.uk.england.blackpool.do 

Economics of Leisure 
Cycling Workshop,  
New Forest November 18th 
Twenty three participants 
had an informative work-
shop in Brockenhurst ar-
ranged by VisTrav and 
Chris Gregory of the New 
Forest National Park Au-
thority. Chris opened the 
workshop with a descrip-
tion of what is available 
and planned for cyclists in 
the New Forest. He told us 
about Forestry Commission 
research using GPS on 
hired bikes, which found 
that although 89% of peo-
ple plan to cycle more than 
5 miles most travel shorter  
distances than planned 
.  
Both Chris and Nick Far-
thing from Sustans alluded 
to reluctance for more cy-
cling provision among the 
Verderers, the  unique New 
Forest Court. Nick identi-
fied different segments of 
leisure cyclists and how 
they might require different 
improvements. 

New Forest Cycle Trail 
Richard Weston from the Institute of Transport 
and Tourism explained two methods of investi-
gating the value of cycle tourism. Adrian Lord, 
a consultant from Arup who works with Cycling 
England showed how providing for leisure cy-
cling shows a very healthy rate of return.  
Full notes on http://www.vistrav.org.uk/download.php?s=73 
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